08/21/2022

IMPORTANT!
Please verify your cable before using
NEWKEY/80 4-WIRE POWER ADAPTER CABLE
Plaid Vest Software, LLC
608 Drahner Dr
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
email to support@plaidvest.com
email to kwadsten@comcast.net
www.plaidvest.com - using the "contact" page
Dear NEWKEY/80 User,
I have had a report that one of the NEWKEY/80 4-wire power splitters from my supplier
had the yellow (+12v) and red (+5v) wires reversed. I believe this to be a unique
occurrence but to be safe please read the following notice.
I may have already contacted you via email but wanted you to be certain and to
provide more detailed information.
Please:
1) DO NOT USE your NEWKEY 4-wire power splitter until it can be veri ed correct.
IT CAN DAMAGE YOUR NEWKEY AND YOUR DISK DRIVE.
2) Let me know you received this notice by emailing me at one of the addresses
above. I am keeping track of who I was able to contact so that I don't need to keep
trying.
3) Send me a picture of your NEWKEY power splitter cable.
A quick visual inspection may be enough to verify if it's OK. I will send you a free
replacement power adapter cable if yours is incorrectly wired.
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4) Recommended: Use the provided 2-wire red/black "direct-connect" power cable
instead of the 4-wire disk drive power splitter adapter.
This 2-wire cable attaches to any +5v and ground connection in your TRS-80. This
is actually the preferred method if you are comfortable with using your multimeter to
check the +5v voltage and splicing/soldering the wires.

Regardless of the action taken
please verify output voltages using
a multimeter with your NEWKEY/80
and DISK DRIVE both disconnected.
See the next section for pictures
and voltages.
The RED wire on the NEWKEY
splitter should connect to RED wire
of the TRS-80 disk drive power
cable and should be +5v.
The YELLOW wire on the NEWKEY
splitter should connect to the
ORANGE wire of the TRS-80 disk
drive power cable and should be
+12v.
The BLACK wire (next to the red +5v
wire) is ground and should connect
to the BROWN wire of the TRS-80
disk drive power cable.

If your wiring is di erent than shown, please DO NOT USE the adapter as
it will damage your NEWKEY and DISK DRIVE. Contact me for a
replacement.
Check Voltages before using 4-wire NEWKEY Power Adapter Cable:
1) DISCONNECT the power cable from your disk drive and from your NEWKEY/80
before turning on your machine to check voltages:
1) Check the output voltage of the 2-wire red/black NEWKEY power cable. Red wire
should be +5v, black wire should be ground.
2) Check the output voltages from the 4-wire NEWKEY splitter where it connects to
the disk drive. YELLOW should be +12, RED should be +5, BLACK is ground.
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If your voltages are di erent than shown, please DO NOT USE the adapter
as it will damage your NEWKEY and DISK DRIVE. Contact me for a
replacement.

